FRAUD
FAQs

The Jamaica Bankers' Association (JBA) and its members have compiled these frequently
asked questions to inform our customers about fraud.
Note:

These FAQs give information of a general nature and are not intended to be relied on by readers as advice in any particular
matter. Readers should contact their own advisors on how this information may apply to their circumstances.

FRAUD FAQS

How can I protect myself?
The most important thing you can do is keep your personal information safe and never share your
online passwords and PINs with anyone, not even bank employees as a bank will never ask you
for this information. In addition, ensure that you destroy all bank statements, ATM and sales receipts and
expired cards before throwing them away. Here are some other tips:
USING A DEBIT CARD AT THE ATM:
UÊÊ/>iÊ>ÊÊ>ÀÕ`Ê>ÃÊÞÕÊ>««À>V ÊÌ iÊ/Ê>`ÊvÊÌ iÀi¿ÃÊ>ÞÌ }ÊÃÕÃ«VÕÃ]Ê`¿ÌÊÕÃiÊÌ iÊ
machine at that time (report any suspicious activity to the police).
UÊÊii«ÊÞÕÀÊV>À`ÊÊ>ÊÃ>viÊ«>ViÊ>`ÊiÛiÀÊi`ÊÌÊÌÊ>Þi°
UÊÊ*ÀÌiVÌÊÞÕÀÊ* ÊpÊ`¿ÌÊÜÀÌiÊÌÊ`ÜÊÀÊÌiÊ>ÞiÊÜ >ÌÊÌÊÃ°Ê
UÊÊ

ÃiÊ>Ê* ÊÌ >ÌÊÃÊÌÊi>ÃÞÊvÀÊÃiiÊÌÊ}ÕiÃÃÊiÊ£ÓÎ{]ÊÞÕÀÊÌii« iÊÕLiÀÊÀÊÞÕÀÊ
birthday).

UÊÊÊ1ÃiÊÞÕÀÊ >`ÊÀÊÞÕÀÊL`ÞÊ>ÃÊ>ÊÃ i`ÊÜ iÊiÌiÀ}ÊÞÕÀÊ* ÊÊV>ÃiÊ>ÞiÊÃÊÜ>ÌV }ÊÞÕ°
UÊÊÊii«ÊÞÕÀÊÀiVi«ÌÃÊ>`ÊÌÀ>VÊÞÕÀÊÌÀ>Ã>VÌÃÊiÊÀÊÊÞÕÀÊÃÌ>ÌiiÌÃÊÃÊÌ >ÌÊÞÕÊV>Ê`iÌvÞÊ
suspicious transactions.
UÊÊÊvÊÞÕÊÃiÊÞÕÀÊV>À`ÊÀÊÌÊÃÊÃÌi]ÊÀi«ÀÌÊÌ iÊ>ÌÌiÀÊÌÊÞÕÀÊL>Êi`>ÌiÞ°
USING A DEBIT OR CREDIT CARD AT A RETAIL OUTLET:
UÊÊ"ÞÊÕÃiÊÞÕÀÊV>À`Ê>ÌÊÀi«ÕÌ>LiÊÀiÌ>ÊÕÌiÌÃÊÜ iÀiÊ>`ÊÜ iÊÞÕÊviiÊÃiVÕÀi°
UÊÊii«Ê>ÊiÞiÊÊÞÕÀÊV>À`ÊÜ iÊÌÊÃÊLi}ÊÃÜ«i`ÊvÀÊ«>ÞiÌ°ÊvÊ«ÃÃLi]Ê`ÊÌÊÃi`ÊÞÕÀÊV>À`ÊÌÊ
be swiped (for example, at restaurants). Take it to the cashier's counter or ask the employee to bring
the machine to you.
UÊÊii«ÊÞÕÀÊÀiVi«ÌÃÊ>`ÊÌÀ>VÊÞÕÀÊÌÀ>Ã>VÌÃÊiÊÀÊÊÞÕÀÊÃÌ>ÌiiÌÃÊÃÊÌ >ÌÊÞÕÊV>Ê`iÌvÞÊ
suspicious transactions.
UÊÊvÊÞÕÊÃiÊÞÕÀÊV>À`ÊÀÊÌÊÃÊÃÌi]ÊÀi«ÀÌÊÌ iÊ>ÌÌiÀÊÌÊÞÕÀÊL>Êi`>ÌiÞ°
ONLINE:
UÊÊ1ÃiÊ>ÌÛÀÕÃÊÃvÌÜ>ÀiÊ>`ÊvÀiÜ>ÃÊÌÊ«ÀÌiVÌÊÞÕÀÊV«ÕÌiÀ°
UÊÊ iÊÜ>ÀÞÊvÊ>ÞÊi>ÊvÀÊÃiiÊÞÕÊ`ÊÌÊÜÊÀÊÌÀÕÃÌÊp`iiÌiÊÜÌ ÕÌÊ«i}Ê>ÞÊi>ÃÊ
that you think are suspicious.
UÊÊ iÛiÀÊ«ÀÛ`iÊ«iÀÃ>Ê`iÌ>ÃÊVÕ`}Ê>VVÕÌÊÕLiÀÃÊÀÊ«>ÃÃÜÀ`Ã]ÊÊÀiÃ«ÃiÊÌÊ>ÞÊi>°
UÊÊ iÛiÀÊVVÊÊ>ÊÊÀÊ>ÌÌ>V iÌÊÊ>Êi>ÊÜ V ÊÃ>ÞÃÊÌÊÜÊÃi`ÊÞÕÊÌÊ>ÊL>½ÃÊÜiLÃÌi°Ê"ÞÊ
ÊÊÊÊ>VViÃÃÊÞÕÀÊL>½ÃÊÜiLÃÌiÊ}Ê«>}iÊLÞÊÌÞ«}ÊÌ iÊ>``ÀiÃÃÊÌÊÞÕÀÊLÀÜÃiÀ°
UÊÊÜ>ÞÃÊiÀÃiÊÞÕÀÊ«>ÃÃÜÀ`ÃÊ>`Ê`ÊÌÊÜÀÌiÊÌ iÊ`ÜÊÀÊÃÌÀiÊÌ iÊÊÞÕÀÊV«ÕÌiÀ°Ê
Also, change your password regularly and don't use the same password for all sites.
UÊÊ7 iÊÃ ««}Êi]ÊÞÊÕÃiÊÃiVÕÀiÊÜiLÃÌiÃ°Ê-iVÕÀiÊÜiLÃÌiÃÊÕÃiÊ«ÀÌiVÌÛiÊiVÀÞ«ÌÊ
ÊÊÊÌiV }ÞÊÌÊÌÀ>ÃviÀÊvÀ>ÌÊvÀÊÞÕÀÊV«ÕÌiÀÊÌÊÌ iÊiÊiÀV >Ì½ÃÊV«ÕÌiÀÊÃÞÃÌi]Ê
which keeps safe confidential information such as credit card details. Identify a secured website by
looking for “https” in the web address or URL (an unsecured website address starts with “http”).

FRAUD FAQS

What should I be looking for?
Signs of fraudulent activity include: withdrawals on your bank account or charges to your credit card
that you did not make and notices about new accounts or credit cards that you did not apply for.
Another common sign is when your card "declines" and you cannot make a payment even though you
are sure you have funds available. If you observe any of these signs, you should report the matter to
ÞÕÀÊL>Êi`>ÌiÞÊÊLÀ>V ÊÀÊLÞÊ« iÊÃÌÊL>ÃÊ >ÛiÊ>ÊÓ{ ÕÀÊVÕÃÌiÀÊÃiÀÛViÊi®°

What are the banks doing
to help protect me from fraud?
Over the years, we have taken many steps to protect our customers and we continue to implement new
strategies for your protection. These measures include: staff training and customer education; strict
privacy policies; rigorous security and encryption systems; constant upgrading of ATM, credit card and
online account security; video surveillance at branches and ATMs; monitoring of account activities to
identify suspicious or unusual transactions; dedicated resources for investigation of fraud cases; and
prosecution of criminals.

Where can I get more information
on fraud and identity theft?
DETAILED INFORMATION ON FRAUD AND IDENTITY THEFT CAN BE FOUND AT
//*\ÉÉ777° °",°ÉÊ

Disclaimer: Although all due care was taken in the creation of these answers, The Jamaica Bankers'
Association will not accept any liability as a result of any error or inaccuracy.

FRAUD FAQS

Can I become a victim of fraud?
Yes. Every year millions of consumers around the world become victims of fraud through identity theft.
Identity theft happens when criminals get your personal information without your permission and
pretend to be you. They will most likely use this information to commit crimes which can have negative
effects on your finances, your credit rating and your reputation. Such crimes include emptying your
bank account, charging large expenses to your credit card, using your name and information to
open new accounts or make purchases that you will be responsible for, and even using your information to
steal, bribe or commit other offences that could put you in trouble with the police.

What kind of information
do these criminals want?

In order to take on your identity, these criminals want your name, address, date of birth, identifying
number (such as TRN, NIS, etc), your bank account or credit/debit card numbers, your mother's
maiden name, your online usernames and passwords, your ATM PIN, and copies of other identification
documents such as passports, national identification cards, employee cards, etc.

How do these criminals
get my information?
There are numerous methods that are used but some of the most popular are: watching you at the ATM
or when you use your debit card to try to get your PIN; making copies of your debit and credit cards
Ü iÊÞÕÊ>iÊ«ÕÀV >ÃiÃÆÊÃi`}ÊÞÕÊi>ÃÊÜÌ ÊÃÊÌÊv>iÊÜiLÃÌiÃÊÌÊ}ÊÆÊ>`ÊÃÌi>}ÊÞÕÀÊ
information when you use computers that are unprotected or buy from websites that are not secure.

